283, FRAGMENT OF LETTER*

[GAPE TOWN,
About March 1, 191 fj2

, , , saved the child. She is making herself miserable with
grieving, but to what purpose now? If the woman had restrained
her anger, had paused to think, had looked round, things would
not have come to such a terrible end. We should, accordingly,
pause and think when about to do anything and then do it calmly*
If we did so, we would not be misled by anyone, would not follow
the example of others thoughtlessly and would continue to go
forward. You will be able to achieve something worthwhile only
when you have such strength of mind in you. Consider, more-
over, that it is your duty twice over to strive towards this end.

Nothing can be said about Ba's health. One does not know
when she will leave the bed, if at all. Just now, she wants support
even when she wants to sit up in the bed* She lives for the most
part on mem juice, taking grapes or orange juice occasionally. She
is at peace, however. Please do not make yourself unhappy that
you are denied the opportunity of attending on her. To make
up for that. . .

From the Gujarati original in Gandhiji's hand: CLW. 5654
Courtesy: Radhabehn Choudhri

284. LETTER TO HARILAL GANDHI

[GAPE TOWN,]
Phagan Sud 5 [March 2, 1914}*

CHL HARILAL,

I have your letter. You apologize in every letter of yours
and put up a defence as well. It all seems to me sheer hypo-
crisy now. For years, you have been slack in writing letters, and then
coining forward with apologies. Will this go on till death, I

1 Only the second page of the letter is available.

2 lids appears to have been written about the same time as "Letter to
Raojibhai Patel", the preceding item, in which Gandhiji has referred to the
death of Nepal*

3 From Gandhiji's reference to his being in Gape Town with Kasturba
Gandhi, it appears this letter was written in 1914.